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September 7, 2016

Via E-Mail ofcsmec@senate, michigan.goy

Senate Committee on Transportation

Dear Senate Commiittee:

Re:  Question Regarding House Bills 4423-4426

I have had a chance to review House Bills 4423 through 4426. Recently, I have represented a
municipality in conjunction with a speed limit issue which dates back to issues raised in 2006
legislation. In 2006, the legislature adopted Public Act 85 which purportedly modified the mechanism
of establishing speed limits, in particular, by setting certain speed limits by the number of curb cuts.
Since 2006, it has been represented that, perhaps less than 5% of municipalities, have done anything to
comply with alleged changes made by the statute. It has also been suggested, however, that the 2006
change did not affect posted speed limits. However, various attorneys claim that posted speed Hmits
after 2006 are invalid.

1 have the same concerns with subject bills, in particular House Bill 4423 and House Bill 4425. These
bills would seemingly render invalid posted speed limits. Is that the intention? T would suggest that the
respective bills need to include a provision essentially stating that posted speed limits, as posted prior to
2006, and thereafter, continue to remain the posted speed limits through a date into the future. After
such date, the bills may then require that speed limits be brought in compliance with the proposed
requirements.

In short, these bills really need to address what happens with existing posted speed limits at the time the
bills become effective. It has been suggested that these bills would not affect the posted speed limits
and municipalities would only need to conduct speed studies, etc. if enough people complained about
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speed limits, Ido not believe that would be very good legislation and that is not how they appear to be
written. These bills need some clarification as to what happens with existing posted speed limits if these

bills are passed.
Sincerely,
FOSTER SWIFT COLLINS & SMITH PC

James B. Doezema
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